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BaAsic SPecs
by Ken Searl, FCSI, CCS

I was called in to a local project under
construction to evaluate the first section
poured of an interior concrete slab with
vapor retarder. Some minor cracking
and some areas of mottled effect con-
crete finish was evident. During my in-
spection I discovered following speci-
fied information.

Project specifications Section 03300
Cast-In-Place Concrete Page 6 covers
Moisture Content with an explanation
plus following paragraph in bold faced
capital letters:

IT SHALL BE THE SOLE RESPON-
SIBILITY OF THE GENERAL CON-
TRACTOR TO ENSURE THAT ALL
CONCRETE SLAB-ON-GRADE
WILLACHIEVE AMOISTURE CON-
TENT ACCEPTABLE TO THE
MANUFACTURER OF THE FLOOR-
ING MATERIAL AT THE TIME
SCHEDULED FOR INSTALLATION
SO THAT THERE WILL NOT BE A
DELAY IN THE COMPLETION
DATES. THE METHODS AND
MEANS TO ACHIEVE AN ACCEPT-
ABLE MOISTURE CONTENT IS AT
THE DISCRETION OF THE GEN-
ERAL CONTRACTOR. ANY DELAY
IN COMPLETION DUE TO MOIS-
TURE LEVELS IN THE CONCRETE
SLABS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED
AS JUSTIFICATION FOR EXTEN-
SION OF TIME.

How can the General Contractor be held
solely responsible when some items are
not under General Contractor’s control?
Examples are: 1) concrete mix designs
are under control of the A/E. Specifica-
tions allow an 8 inch slump, in my opin-
1on this should be 2 to 4 inches and the
mix design calls for a water cement ra-

tio of 0,50, it is recommended that this
should be 0.45. Why allow extra water
not needed? 2) No mention is made of
a standard Anhydrous Calcium Chloride
test (RMA), which normally calls for 5
Ibs per 1000 square feet per 24 hours.
Some manufacturers call for 3 Ibs. How
many tests? Requirement is one test for
every 1000 square feet. 3) In Section
09680 Carpeting states, concrete slab
moisture content: The contractor shall
test to manufacturer’s satisfaction that
moisture emissions of concrete slab are
within tolerances acceptable to manu-
facturer for purposes of issuing full un-
encumbered warranty. Test results shall
be provided to Architect. 4) Section
09667 Vinyl Safety Flooring and Sec-
tion 09650 Vinyl Composition Tile
reads: Sub-
contractor
shall test for
moisture con-
tent in con-
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done by an independent laboratory and
paid for by Owner and so specified. |
have talked to several local carpet and
vinyl floor installers and they tell me
they don’t want to be responsible for
taking tests. It is a mystery to me just
how a general contractor can figurc a bid
with much missing information and with
the buck being passed to contractor. |
can understand Architect’s frustration.
There have been many failures in recent
years. Some of them have been caused
by placement of a 2 inch sand fill be-
tween vapor retarder and bottom of floor
concrete. There are many other reasons
for failure. In this particular project I
note that specification instructions and
methods including proper inspection in
placing vapor retarder are satisfactory.

THE REAL WORLD
by Ed Loy, CSI, CDT

crete slabs and —
shall proceed

with installa-
tion only when

moisture con-

tent meets
manufacturer’s
recommended
levels. Who is
the contractor
listed in Sec-
tion 096807 Is |
it the general
contractor ora
subcontractor?
These three
sections do not
spell out what
is required,
they only refer
to manufac-
turer require-
ments. In my
opinion and
others it 1s felt
that chloride
test should be
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SOMETIMES THE CONSTRUCTION
BUSINESS 1S A LOT LIKE TRYING
TO PUT TOGETHER A JIGSAW
PUZZLE WITH PIECES THAT ARE
THE WRONG SHAPE.
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PORTLAND CHAPTER CSI SUMMER PLANNING SESSION

“COMMITTEE ACTION PLANS”
July 30, 1999

Student Affairs Committee:

6.

Develop a scholarship program with participat-
ing schools and CSI members. Include one
year membership.

Increase CSI exposure in schools by presenta-
tions.

Part of funds go to mentoring/sponsorship of
students at meetings.

Publicize meetings at schools through posters.
Certification program through the university
(student rate).

Repeat Silent Auction next year.

Certification Committee:

Get students involved in certification classes.
Provide student rate for certification exams.
Increase pass rate.

Publicize certification through Publicity
Committee.

Find good location for classes with tie-in to
schools.

Organize classes by mid-November.
Evaluate and select instructors.

Review feed back from previous years.

Education Committee:

Present educational seminars for the diverse
CSI membership groups (i.e. product represen-
tative, architects, contractors, owners, students,
etc.

Revise seminar fee structure to contain mem-
bers, non-member and student fees.

Develop, organize and conduct the educational
seminars presented at the Products and Ser-
vices Fair.

Increase seminar publicity to other profes-
sional organizations.

Chapter Wide Goals:

Maintain membership at current level.
Organize ADHOC Committee to make recom-
mendation to the Board by October on how to
balance FY 99/00 budget, and make long term
budget goals.

Diversify Products and Services Fair prepara-
tion. Each board member should be on the
Products and Services Fair Committee. Each
board member should be responsible for the
participation of their liaison committee in
production of Products and Services Fair.
Establish Publicity Committee.

Establish long range planning committee.
Review institute strategic plan. Establish
Chapter 5 year plan.

Organize one chapter meeting a year as mem-
ber promotion meeting. Suggestions: October
Architecture Week meeting or March meeting
on “Powerful Presentations.”

Coordinate or develop policy on soliciting
corporate sponsorships.

Additional Suggestions:

1.

Hold sessions on campus a few times a year
for students/related to scholarship program.
Establish a program to bring students to meet-
ings (introduce students to membership).
Programs to develop public service events
(public exposure).

Peer exchange of ideas, problems, spec writing
at Specifiers Share Group.

Board meeting agenda to include long range
planning monitoring.

Continuing education units for engineers
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BAsic SPecs
by Ken Searl, FCSI, CCS

Recently a contractor friend of mine
asked how come some specifiers
don’t seem to use horse sense in writ-
ing specifications? After giving it
some thought, I said if horse sense is
such a valuable attribute, how come
it does so little for the horse? Maybe
horses have horse sense but if you
place a wide pack load on a horse or
a mule, the horse will try to go
through an opening in a fence that is
narrower than the load whereas a
mule will not. The mule turns his
head and looks back at you to see
what is the matter with this person.
[ don’t think that was the answer my
contractor friend expected. What I
really meant to say is writing speci-
fications does not require horse
sense, it requires common sense. [
4o know that keeping specifications
short but long enough is not easy.
When writing specifications one
must apply the 4 C’s method and that
is Clear, Concise, Correct, and Com-
plete. I have always been a great
proponent to keep specifications as
short as possible. Keep in mind that
contractors, subcontractors, and sup-
pliers must read and understand
specifications correctly so they can
price out their bids.

Now, on to more serious business.
For several months EIFS systems
have been in a state of confusion due
to several failures in North Carolina
and other places. We are now told
that we must change from a barrier
system to a water managed system.
The only trouble with that is every-

body 1s getting into the act including
EIFS manufacturers telling us what
we need and what we must do to rec-
tify this awful situation. I have been
associated with many EIFS barrier
system applications for over ten
years and the only problem encoun-
tered has been sealant failure, not
EIFS failure. I have revised my EIFS
specifications to include sealant
within EIFS specifications making
EIFS applicator responsible for this
item. [ keep revising my specifica-
tions for EIFS and about the time I
think it is OK something else comes
up and I do more revisions. Now, it
seems like [ am stymied again. In
Walls and Ceiling magazine, there
was a good ar-
ticle by Greg
Campbell en-
titled ... “Wait-
ing to Exhale:

Octoher 1999

code approval of EIFS. It appears
that no matter what we specifiers
presently specify, it will soon need
revisions as soon as ASTM standards
are in place. The article states that
approval is expected soon.

In this same magazine there are many
manufacturers showing their new
water managed systems, most of
them with various differences includ-
ing lots of variations on drainage type
insulation board. Note to Specifiers:
Lots of Luck.

THE REAL WORLD
by Ed Loy, CSI, CDT

ASTM’s
Critical EIFS
Standards.”
ASTM Sub-
committee
C11.05 on Ap-
plication of
Exterior Insu- \
lating and Fin-

ish Systems
and Related
Products. If
this ASTM
Standard 1is
adopted, the
EIFS industry
will finally
have its first
national con-
sensus stan-
dard in place
and the doors
will begin to
open for full

r SNODERASS, CHASTENED SPEC WRITER I

IHORSE SENSE" 19 DEFINITELY NOT THE
EQUINE-PASED REFERENCE. PEOPLE
MAKE AFTER READING MY SPECS.









































































Bs By Ks

BAsic SPecs
by Ken Searl, FCSI, CCS

Went to the 1999 CSI Northwest
Region conference at Kah-Nee-Ta,
Oregon hosted by the Capital Chap-
ter (Salem) and it was a very good
Conference. While there, someone
said Ken Searl, among other things,
was a character. I snorted a bit but
this morning decided maybe this was
a correct statement. My home office
is in our spare bedroom and if [ am
expecting a telephone call I can stand
in the bathroom doorway and use my
electric shaver and watch the green
light on a CommShare unit on top of
my computer with one eye and with
the other eye I can watch the mirror
in the bathroom while shaving. Ifthe
green light blinks I know either a
telephone call or a fax is coming in.
Does that qualify me as a character?
At this point I should probably say,
“Don’t answer that question.”

Now back to the Conference. One
discussion was about disposition of
construction waste. It was stated that
building activity accounts for 36 per-
cent of a region’s waste. One third
is recycled but 80 percent could be
recycled. How to handle recycled
materials at jobsite? Statement was
made that source separation is best.
Specifying that subcontractors will
handle their own waste does not
guarantee proper recycling. Itisrec-
ommended that Bid Documents des-
ignate on-site responsible party and
to include estimates of value and
quantity. This sounds very difficult.
In Portland, one can contact Metro
for salvage firms. Portland Metro
recycling methods and instructions

are available. One item | picked up
was from a General Contractor from
Pittsburgh, PA who told me that to
facilitate getting sub bids more cor-
rect as to what sub bid covered, he
required sub bidders to send scope
information to Contractor not less
than three days prior to bid date as to
scope and just exactly what the sub
bidder was bidding. With this on file,
the sub bidder can call or fax their
bid just prior to bid placement by
Contractor.

There has been a lot said regarding
specifications with words “Or

“Equal’” “Approved Equal” and

“Equivalent.” Some specifiers use
these words profuisely-in every speci-

fication section. My opinion iSTot— SESSSE

to use any of them. Instead describe
how substitu-

December 1999

when one specifies 2 or more 1tems
for a system or product, they may be
similar and do the job but most of
them arc not same as the others.
What arc we saying if we place any
of the above words in a specification?
The main question is equal to who
and what?

The Northwest Region CSI has pub-
lished a Region Member Directory
with its 8 Chapters, listing each one
individually with members names,
addresses, tel and fax and also e-mail
addresses. If you are a CSI member
in the Northwest Region CSI and
haven’t received your copy, notify
your chapter.

tions are to be THE REAL WORLD

handled in Sec-
tion 01630
Product Substi-
tutions Proce-
dures and insert
wording in Bid
Documents re-
ferring to this
Section (If you
want a copy of
Section 01630,
contact me). If
you have a cer-
tain item or
items that are
the only item(s)
acceptable, then
state this by
saying no sub-
stitutions in
specifications
after describing
product or sys-
tem. [ note

THI5 SPACE RESERVED FOR 1
URBANELY WITTY REAL WORLD
CARTOON OR APPROVED EQUAL.

by Ed Loy, CSI, CDT
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CSI| CERTIFICATION

A SPECTACULAR CASE STUDY
by Dale Kuykendall, CSl, CCCA
Certification Chair

Following is an article reprinted from The CSI Leader,
November 1999:

Malcolm Pirnie, one of the largest consulting firms in
the U.S. devoted solely to the environmental disciplines,
has supported CSI Certification since 1996 by having
approximately 250 if its employees certified. Why? This
is because construction documents are the framework
for every Pirnie design, accordin g to Jim Brown, CCCA,
Manager, Construction Services. Well-written docu-
ments are essential to ensuring that we deliver a good
product to our clients.

The firm, comprising 1,100 engineers, architects, scien-
tists, planners, designers, technicians, and support per-
sonnel in 40+ offices nationwide, has been helping gov-
ernment and industry protect the environment for over
100 years.

Since Pirnie follows nationally-recognized CSI stan-
dards, said Brown, we [Pirnie] adopted the CSI-CDT
program in 1996. It provides a comprehensive over-
view for anyone who writes, interprets, enforces, or
manages our construction documents. Pirnie added the
CCCA and CCS programs in 1997. The CDT is the pre-
requisite for achieving the CCS, CCCA, and CCPR cer-
tifications.

CSI training provides a basic foundation for understand-
ing and preparing contract documents - from drawings
and specifications - to legal documents, added Pirnie's
General Counsel Jerry Cavaluzzi, CDT. Industry stan-
dard documents have been one of our best tools as a
claims/loss prevention measure.

The numbers speak for themselves...Since 1996, approxi-
mately 250 Pirnie employees have achieved the CDT;
more than 25 have achieved the CCCA. Twice as many
staff participated in the program in 98 as in 97 - demon-
strating a greater awareness of the importance of prop-
erly written construction documents among engineer-

ing staff. Enrollment sells out quickly - which is very
impressive considering this is a voluntary commitment

of 40 study hours or more, said Brown. We are looking

forward to having more than 150 staff participate in this

years program. “lts time well spent!” according to
Malcolm Pirnie’s President William P. Dee.

I hope that you will consider taking one of the certifica-
tion exams. Please note that the deadline for early reg-
istration is December Ist. The next deadline is January
31st. See below for more information.

IMPORTANT DATES AND COSTS
March 25, 2000 — Exam in Portland, OR

Register by 12/1/99

CDT: Members $125, Non-Members $175
CCS/CCCA/CCPR: Members $150, Non-Members
$200

Register 12/2/99 to 1/31/00

CDT: Members $175, Non-Members $225
CCS/CCCA/CCPR: Members $200, Non-Members
$250

The above costs are for the exam only, and you must
register directly with the Institute. Successful candidates
will receive a free CSI dinner.

PORTLAND CHAPTER
TO HELP CANDIDATES PREPARE
FOR EXAMS

The Portland Chapter will be sponsoring a series of
classes starting January 27th to help Certification can-
didates prepare for the exams. The cost for the classes
will be $125, although students from PCC and CCC’s
Construction Technology Programs and PSU’s Archi-
tecture Department may attend at no charge. All attend-
ees should obtain a CSI Manual of Practice, either by
borrowing from a colleague or purchasing for $125.

To be sure you don’t miss out, please give Dale
Kuykendall a call or e-mail to indicate your interest.

Dale Kuykendall
503-624-2090 or dkuykendall@mccormackpacific.com





















Bs By Ks

BAsic SPecs
by Ken Searl, FCSI, CCS

Recently I was requested by a General
Contractor to inspect and evaluate some
concrete floor finishes in some buildings
under construction and recommend what
should be done to rectify uneven floor
finishes.

Using a 10’ steel straight edge it was
determined interior floors in many lo-
cations were uneven up to and includ-
ing 1/2” Tt was assumed that contract
specifications requirement was not to
exceed 1/8” or 1/4” in 10’. Concrete
specifications made references to UBC
26 and ACI 304 and 318. I checked
these references and UBC Chapter 26
did not refer to Concrete but to Plastics.
This title has been in use for over 5 years.
ACI 304 title is Handling Concrete and
ACI 318 is Building Code Require-
ments. None of these list floor finish
tolerance. I feel regardless of listed ref-
erences one should specify con-
crete floor finish tolerance as a
separate item.

outline call for histing references in Part
I General. If one lists references in Part
1 General then they also must place them
in Part 2 Products under cach item as
needed. If this isn't duplication, what
187 1t is noted in my Project Specifica-
tions review at various Plan Centers |
have noticed some references listed in
Part I and Part 2 do not agree. It seems
to me the old KISS treatment is best
(Keep It Simple Sam). Another item of
interest I find at Plan Centers is I still
see some specifications (not many) with
words “Or Approved Equal.” If one
does not want to place instructions re-
garding substitutions in Section 01630
Product Substitutions Procedures then
place only the words “Or Approved”
after products specified. Use of the word
equal can get one into trouble. It leaves
things wide open to disputes and we can
all get along without that. Keep in mind
if one lists two or more products they
are never actually equal because each
have minor differences unless it is a
commodity item. Usually commodity

THE REAL WORLD

by Ed Loy, CSI, CDT

It seems to me that closer verifi-
cation of requirements should
have occurred. It happened to me
several years ago. My steel studs
specification at that time listed
several approved steel stud manu-
facturers including Soule Steel

Co. One day I received a phone {
call from a steel stud supplier and l
he stated, “Ken, Soule Steel
hasn’t been in the steel stud busi-

ness for over five years.” WhatI |
am saying folks is check your ref- I
erences for dates and correctness. '
In some instances one may not be ‘
just what is needed.
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items are spectlied under a performance
specification. One other item 1s why do
some Spectfiers hist one or more propri-
etary items and identified by model
numbers ete. and then continue with a
onc half page or more performance
specification. Another case of duplica-
tion not needed. This last sentence re-
minds me of a joke as follows: A plant
manager hired an efficiency expert 1o
review production methods and make
recommendations. The efficiency ex-
pert worked his way down the line and
came across a worker leaning up against
a steel column. He asked the worker
what was he doing and he replied “Not
a damn thing.” The efficiency expert
noted this in his work notes and went
on down to another line. About a half
hour later he came across another worker
leaning up against a steel column and
asked him what he was doing and he
replied “Not a damn thing.” The effi-
ciency expert said, “Aha duplication,”
noted this in his work notes and went
on his way.

SNODERASS, FRUSTRATED SPEC WRITER
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* DOOR STOP —

*WEIGHTS To KEEP
DRAWINGS FLAT — 18%

“MISC., INCLUDING AID To
CONSTRUCTION — 2% *

*TOTAL OVER 100% BECAUSE .
SOME. PEOPLE. SUBJECTED |
A SPEC TO MORE THAN

ONE USE.

| THIS SURVEY SAYS THAT IN

1999 PEOPLE USED MY

Another item for discussion is
why does CSI’s Section Format

SPECS FOR THE
FOLLOWING PURPOSES...

*BIRD CAGE. LINER —

+PAPER AIRPLANES — 41% | *

OF USERS *
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GRATIFYING, BUT PROBABLY
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PORTLAND CHAPTER, CSI
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING

December 9, 1999

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting
was called to order by President Igo
Jurgens at 12:03 p.m. at the Portland
Chapter ATIA Conference Room.

PRESENT: Jere Caponette, Inge
Carstanjen, Igo Jurgens, Margaret
Kehrli, Cherie McNabb, Jody
Moore, Ellen Onstad, Randy
Tessman, Jim Wilson, Rick
Heiserman.

ALSO PRESENT: Lee Kilbourn,
John Lape and Cornelia Gibson.

ABSENT: Solvei Neiger.

1. MINUTES: November 2, 1999
Board Meeting Minutes were read.
There was a motion, a second, and
the minutes were passed (MSP) as
read.

2. CORRESPONDENCE:
Institute - See item 3 B.

3. ANNOUNCEMENTS:

A. Igo Jurgens announced that he
will not seek a second term as Presi-
dent of the Portland Chapter of CSI.
B. The Institute sent a Certificate of
Appreciation to Jody Moore for par-
ticipation on the Convention Pro-
gram Task Team.

C. Governor John Kitzhaber ap-
pointed John Lape to the Tri-County
Building Industry Service Board.

4. FINANCIAL REPORT:
John Lape presented Financial Re-
port. It reflects early payments for

10

the Products Fair, prepaid sales of
tickets for the Christmas Chapter
Program and a seminar profit of
$567.

5. OLD BUSINESS:

A. AIA Contract Status - No change.
B. November Chapter Meeting -
Sixty-five people attended the Din-
ner Meeting which had a net loss of
approximately $100.

C. Atwater’s has confirmed that their
facility is available for the January,
February, and March Dinner Meet-
ings. Inge Carstanjen will check if
the facility is also available for the
April Dinner Meeting.

D. Mary Alice Hutchins Scholarship
- By MSP (motion, second and
passed) the Board approved the Mary
Alice Hutchins Scholarship brochure
as presented. By MSP the Board ap-
proved the publicity as released. The
Board by MSP gave approval for the
formation of a committee of CSI
members to administer the Mary
Alice Hutchins Scholarship. The
Board reserves rights to make modi-
fications to the Mary Alice Hutchins
Scholarship brochure in the future.
E. The Institute has modified the Fel-
lowship application requirement lim-
iting the letters of recommendation
to a total of ten.

F. Margaret Kehrli was authorized
to contact the Oregon State Board of
Examiners for Engineering and Land
Surveying for approval of Portland
Chapter CSI seminars and work-
shops.

G. Sponsorship Policy - Jere
Caponette accepted the Chairman-
ship of the committee and will offer
the final version of the list of poten-
tial sponsors at the committee meet-
ing next Thursday.

. Hohday Chapter Program - The
Heathman Hotel will be the site of
the December 14th, Holiday Pro-
gram. Sponsors for the event are
DeaMor Associates, Inc.; Weller As-
sociates, Inc.; McCormack Pacific:
and Access Control Systems. Fifty-
five reservations have been received.

6. NEW BUSINESS:

Chapter Scholarship Endowment -
The establishment of a separate
scholarship endowment fund was
discussed. More information will be
presented at the January Board meet-

ing.

7. COMMITTEE REPORTS:

A. Portland Products and Services
Fair - Cornelia Gibson reported that
three meetings have been held. Ap-
proximately 30 persons have volun-
teered and formed several subcom-
mittees to develop strategies for the
vendor/booth sales, attendance, pro-
motion, registration, door prized, etc.
Space at the Convention Center has
been doubled because the AGC/
McDonald restaurant student design
competition will be included in this
year’s fair. Vendor registration pack-
ets are expected to go to press by the
end of December. The promotion
subcommittee will be actively pro-
moting attendance via press released
starting in January 2000.

B. Programs Committee will meet
at noon on December 16th.

C. Student Affairs Committee will
meet at 11:30 on December 16th.

ADJOURNMENT: 1:18 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Margaret Kehrli,
Secretary
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BAsic Specs
by Ken Searl, FCSI, CCS

ATA 201 1987 and 1997 Paragraph
3.5 Warranty, Subparagraph 3.5.1
reads m part, “and the work shall
conform to the requirements of the
Contract Documents. Work not con-
forming to these requirements, in-
cluding substitutions not properly
approved and authorized may be con-
sidered defective.” It further states
in the last sentence, “If required by
the Architect, the Contractor shall
furnish satisfactory evidence as to the

proval in the future. If you are not
using a standard substitution request
form, 1t1s recommended that you use
the CSI Northwest Region Substitu-
tion Request Form. This form is suit-
able for both pre-bid and post-bid,
and if required by bid documents, a
space for Owner’s signed approval.
For a copy on disk of this form, in-
cluding Section 1630 Product Sub-
stitution Procedures, contact cither a
Region Director, or Ken Searl (Tel/
Fax: 503-362-3472 or e-mail:
klsearl(@zeronet.net).

Sheldon Wolfe, CSI, CCS, CCCA, a
member of the Institute’s Technical
Committee, sends out Technical Ar-

kind and quality of materials and—tictes to-various CSI Chapter Tech-

equipment.”

[t seems to me that both Architects
and Contractors should pay close at-
tention to this Subparagraph. Over
the years it appeared to me in many
instances substitutions were made
without proper authorization. Close
scrutiny by Architects, Contractors,
and Contract Administrators of ma-
terials and equipment installed in the
past, in many cases, was lax. One of
the best examples of this is the Hyatt
Hotel walkway collapse with place-
ment of substituted materials and in-
stallation not properly approved or
authorized.

During bidding time, often we are
flooded with lots of substitution re-
quests. If you have had experience
with a certain material or equipment
and it was bad, you can feel free to
deny the request. Ifitis a new prod-
uct or an older material or equipment
and you don’t have experience, don’t
feel obligated to grant approval.
Return the request with a notation
that you cannot make a quick deci-
sion, and that you will do research.
If your research leads you to believe
it is OK, then you will consider ap-

nical Chairs and others. In one ar=

ticle, Sheldon discusses whether or
not we need more than 16 Divisions
in our CSI specifications. He asks,
“Are the new divi-
sions or titles neces-
sary? Can the exist-
ing organization
handle all the spe-
cialized systems that

have appeared in re-
cent years?” It ap-
pears that those most
affected are me-
chanical, electrical,
road construction,
telecommunications,
and process engi-
neering. As far as I
can tell, both me-
chanical and electri-
cal are doing OK in
my area. Road con-
struction beginning
with State of Utah
converted its high-
way specifications to
CSIformats.
Sheldon also stated
an incident where a
security system con-
sultant submitted

'M ELATED TO TELL YOU THAT
BEEN SELECTED TO WRITE THE
MASTER SPEC FOR THE ANNUAL
AlA SPAM™ SCULPTURE

COMPETITION.

March 2000

several Division 17 specifications
and was told that MasterFormat 1995
includes 13700 Sccurity Access and
Surveillance and suggested several
section numbers that could be used
in lieu of adding Division 17. Ap-
parently Division 17 was accepted.
I would not accept this, and would
return it with a notation to usc
MasterFormat 1995, We have sev-
eral Sccurity Access and Surveil-
lance companies in our area and they
are using MasterFormat 1995 sec-
tions successfully. Ifany of you read-
ers have suggestions on whether or
not we need more than 16 Sections,
please contact Sheldon (see CSI
Membership Directory.) In my opin-
ion, we don’t need more Divisions,

-because a major change would result
—

in probtems_outweighing the ben-
efits. R K

THE REAL WORLD
by Ed Loy, CSI, CDT

SNODGRASS, SMUG SPEC WRITER |

bl

W00

. @

PVE

_‘_‘_-_\_-_-_--_-_‘—‘—-—_





































Bs By Ks

BAsic SPEcs
by Ken Searl, FCSI, CCS

This issue I will present to you a let-
ter I wrote to Portland Cement As-
sociation and I felt this would be of
interest to you good folks. You will
note my Section 04200 Masonry
specification is not quite like many
others. Letter as follows:

“Recently received a copy of your
Trowel Tips Information. Itisa very
good publication and the information
presented is most helpful especially
to those persons needing to gain more
experience in proper cleaning proce-
dures.

On page | under Materials Note 1, it
states “use of cleaning solutions (par-
ticularly acidic solutions) require
special safety precautions” etc. On
page 3 under Cleaning Procedures it
states “A dilute solution of muriatic
acid 1s often used” etc.

In my experience I firmly believe
muriatic acid in any form should be
prohibited. My main reason for this
1s muriatic acid in any amount usu-
ally damages finish hardware, anod-
1zed aluminum doors, windows,
thresholds, and other metal in a ma-
sonry wall. Also, if muriatic acid is
not used one doesn’t have to be con-
cerned about safety hazards.

I feel your organization should rec-
ommend not using muriatic acid in
any form for cleaning purposes.
Enclosed is a copy of one of my
specifications Section 04200 Ma-

sonry covering my views on this sub-
ject.

Your comments regarding anything
in this Section 04200 is welcome.
You will also note I only allow the
masonry contractor to be responsible
for placing water repellents. Since I
started this procedure I have had ex-
cellent results.”

If you would like a copy of my Mas-
ter Section 04200 contact me at Tel/
Fax 503-362-3472 or Email:
klsearl@netzero.net

In the February 2000 issue of Walls
and Ceilings magazine there 1s an-ar-
ticle on page 32 entitled, “The Wet
Look™ regarding EIFS and the Ori-
ented Strand
Board (OSB)
factor. It was
discovered by

April 2000

some cases () percent. The home with
the 30 percent cost $250,000 to re-
pair. Mr. Mulholland stated he was
100 percent convinced that if the
house had been built using a plywood
substrate, it would not have been torn
down! In fact, one section of the four
story did have plywood with no rot.

For some time now [ have been
specifying only plywood substrate
for EIFS installations and after read-
ing this article I am glad. If you
would like a copy of this article in
the Walls and Ceilings magazine con-
tact me as shown above. This is a
very good magazine and has several

_other articles of interest in the Feb-

ruary issue.

_‘_‘_\

THE REAL WORLD
by Ed Loy, CSI, CDT

the  writer,
Spiderman " g\opcracs, EDIFIED SPEC WRITER
Mulholland,

that upon in- |
spection and '\
testing of sev-

eral expensive |
homes (over
$500,000) lo-
cated on beach
property that
homes with \
OSB substrate
were in some
cases as high as

30 percent
wood rot and
those with ply-
wood substrate
were 2 percent

or less and in

PR
A1

| JUST LEARNED THAT THERE ARE
PEOPLE QUT IN OUR LOBBY .
CALLED "PRODUCT REPRESENTATIVES-
ANOTHER BIT OF TRIVIA WITH NO

PRACTICAL APPLICATION.
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